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all that they had accomplished in the past. He
exhorted them always to maintain the spirit of t;ie
academy in the future.
" In these times/" he said, f' when gentlemanliness
cind honour saner constant rebuke, we have succeeded
in making good cur pride In being gentlemen,
maintaining among 37011 a high spirit.
" Through, it, in these moments when reforms and
new military changes close the doorc cf this place,
we must rise to the occasion controlling our internal
sorrow at the disappearance of our work, thinking
only altruistically. The machine is in pieces, but
the work lives on. You are our work, the seven
hundred and twenty officers who to-morrow will
be in company with the common soldier, whom
you wiU guard and lead ; who, constituting a great
portion of the professional army, will be, without
doubt, champions of loyalty, gentlemanliness,
discipline, the fulfillment of duty and the spirit of
sacrifice for country, all qualities inherent in the
true soldier, among which stands out above all
discipline that sublime virtue indispensable to the
life of any army, and which you are bound to keep
as the most precious of your possessions.
" Discipline, never well defined and understood ;
discipline, which carries with it no merit when
the command is pleasant and easy; discipline,
which shows its true worth when the mind Advises
otherwise, when the heart fights to rise up in
spiritual rebellion,, or when the command is arbitrary